
 

 

 

 

 

1 Samuel – as our previous book, Judges, comes to an end, it reminds us that Israel did not have any kings 

during its early days of existence in the Promised Land. Today we’re looking at 1st Samuel, which relates 

the story of the period after Israel migrated to Canaan with a spirit equipped leadership with a military 

leading toward a new era of kingship. Samuel was Israel’s final judge and the very first prophet. He was 

essentially sandwiched in between the period of divine role and human rule. But he continued in the 

principles of Moses as he urged Israel to place their faith in God alone. 

This book covers a period around 1000 BC. There was a rising threat from neighboring countries and tribes 

including the Philistines who were pushing their borders into Israel’s domain. Samuel and Saul are two 

prominent figures in the beginning of this new nation of Israel in their new land. There are two major 

sections in the book: 

• Chapters 1-12 regarding Samuel and the nations move towards a monarchy. 

• Chapters 13-31 regarding the leadership of Saul as their first king. 

In Chapters 1-4 we learn about the birth of Samuel. His parents we’re Elkanah, a Levite and Hannah who 

was barren. Hannah prayed to the Lord asking for a son and made a commitment to him that if he would 

give her a son, she would commit him as a Nazirite. After her son Samuel was born, She honored her 

commitment to God and returned to Shiloh to give her son back to God. Eli was a prophet charged with 

oversight of her young son. One night while Samuel was sleeping in the temple God called repeatedly to 

him and not understanding what was going on He ran to Eli asking him what was happening. Eli instructed 

him that it was God talking to him and he should simply respond to God. 

We learn about Israel’s defeats and victories in Chapter 4-7 as they were defeated by Philistines who took 

control of the ark. This prompted the rise of Samuel as the military leader. The Philistines attempted to 

use the ark in their worship of Dagon, a god of grain. But they quickly realized their god was certainly not 

on a par with the god of Israel. They suffered a terrible plague which led them to return the ark along with 

some gifts and offerings to Israel to placate the real God.  

Israel’s first king, Saul is anointed as we read in Chapters 8-15. God had told Samuel that the people’s 

desire to have a king was a rejection of God himself and his own leadership. God 

brought Saul to Samuel’s house where he was informed that he was to be the first king. 

Saul appropriately acted with humility. Samuel brought the tribes of Israel together, 

cast lots and chose the tribe of Benjamin. He then proceeded to narrow down the field 

and finally, by lot selected Saul as the 1st formal king. Now that Israel had a king Samuel 

retired as Israel’s first judge. Saul was rather unique as unlike the kings who would 

follow him, he levied no taxes, conducted no military draft, and had very little trade 

with foreigners. Some authors say that in many ways Saul appeared much more like the 



judges than the kings. But his ultimate downfall was a result of outright disobedience to Samuel’s explicit 

instructions to always to always follow and obey the Lord. For example, on one of the battles Saul did not 

carry out complete destruction against the Amalekites as he preserved some of their cattle, purportedly 

to utilize them for sacrifices to God. He soon learned though that God desires obedience more than 

sacrifice. 

 

Then in Chapter 16-31, we see the introduction of David as the next person selected by God to be king of 

Israel. He was selected from the House of Jesse, and he was the youngest and smallest of seven sons, yet 

he was the chosen one. This is a great demonstration that God looks at the heart of people not their 

appearance. David was anointed aa the Spirit of Lord came upon him. But at the same time the Spirit of 

the Lord actually left Saul. Of course, most of us are familiar even from our childhood studies of the story 

of David and Goliath. This is a great illustration that victory is found not in human might or power but 

through the power of God alone. 

The rest of the book focuses on the rivalry between Saul and David. David became very close friends with 

Saul’s son Jonathan. Saul became very jealous of David as he seemed to be favored by the people. As he 

attempted to manipulate David Saul gave his daughter Michal to be David’s wife but required a dowry of 

the foreskins of 100 Philistines in exchange. His manipulative action was that as David sought to get the 

100 foreskins, He would no doubt be killed in battle. But God protected David and he was able to achieve 

this, even supplying an extra 100 foreskins of the Philistines. Saul made numerous attempts to take David’s 

life. But despite this, David although he could have easily killed Saul at least device, maintained respect 

for Saul’s position as God’s anointed king and did not kill Saul. Saul became desperate for more victories 

and show his people what a great leader he was so that they would favor him over David as their king. 

Saul turned to a diviner at Endor to make contact with the spirit of Samuel. This was certainly in violation 

of the commands of Moses against divination found in Deuteronomy Chapter 18. Saul’s life ended near 

Mount Gilboa as they were in battle and facing certain defeat. Saul pleaded with a servant to kill him 

rather than face the humiliation of being taken by his enemy. But his servant refused to assassinate his 

king. Saul finally took his own sword and fell upon it. This opened the door for David to become king of 

Israel.  

As we look at the next book next week, 2nd Samuel, we’ll look at the hardships and challenges David had 

before he finally was able to assume the full role as Israel’s second king. 
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