
 

 

 

 

Ruth – This is a book in the Bible often considered one of the best love stories of the Old 

Testament. The book is named after its central character and it was traditionally read at the 

Feast of Weeks, later called Pentecost, which celebrated the giving of the Law at Mount Sinai. It 

is noteworthy that Ruth was King David’s great grandmother. 

Some theologians have argued that this book effectively connects two significant chapter in the 

covenant history of the Jews. The first part, found in Genesis through Judges reveals the life of 

Abraham, his descendants and how they became God’s people. The second part, Samuel 

through Kings helps us understand the kings of Israel and the agreement between the Lord and 

David and his family. Ruth opens the days of the judges and ends with the family line of David. 

This is significant because Ruth was a Moabite and her great grandson, David was to be king. 

However, since the Moabites refused to help the Jews as the fled Egypt, Jewish laws did not 

allow a Moabite to become part of their community as deep as the 10th generation. Yet, here, 

David, a Moabite was to become king!   

You might think of the book of Ruth as a play with four different scenes. The narration begins 

with famine, death, tragedy, and ends with joy in marriage and a new home. The lessons from 

this book are threefold. 

• This book reminds us that God’s care and love extends over all people regardless of their 

national origin. 

• Ruth teaches a sense of unity balanced with diversity. Both Moses and Joshua 

repeatedly reminded Israel of the need for unity. Family unity and the unity between an 

Israelite and a Moabite that we find in Ruth is a great contrast to the warring factions 

and tribal competitions depicted in the book of Judges. 

• The story of Ruth is one of fidelity and communal concern at various levels. Ruth, a non-

Israelite, modeled for the covenant community how to show loyalty and covenant 

fidelity at the social level. 

Chapter one is the story of Naomi and Ruth. Naomi had migrated to Moab from Bethlehem 

with her husband due to the famine. Her husband died as did her son, who was Ruth’s 

husband. Chapter 2 & 3 is the story of Ruth meeting Boaz, a relative of Ruth’s deceased father-

in-law Elimelech. Ruth collected leftover stocks of grain in the field of Boaz to support she and 

her mother-in-law Naomi. Boaz was impressed by Ruth’s devotion to her deceased husband’s 

mother. Naomi instructed Ruth in ways to win the favor of Boaz so that he might marry Ruth. 



Naomi related to Ruth that Boaz was their redeemer, otherwise known as go’el. (You will read 

about the role of a go’el in the next section.) 

 

In this period of Israel’s history, the law did not permit family properties to be sold because of 

their belief that God owned the land. If the land had to be sold due to a financial hardship, then 

the redeemer, otherwise known as a go’el, was to be the nearest relative who would be 

responsible for buying it back. In Deuteronomic law, the go’els role includes marrying the widow 

of a childless brother. This custom is known as Levirate marriage. The man who became the 

husband of the deceased brother’s wife thus became her go’el. 

Boaz did become interested in Ruth as we find in Chapter 4 when he brought the matter of his 

interest in Ruth to the city gate, where such official transactions were carried out concerning 

marriage. Since another man was nearer in kinship to Ruth’s deceased husband, that relative first 

had to decline marriage to Ruth. Upon this man’s decline, Boaz proceeded to act as Ruth’s go’el, 

and he took her as his wife. They had a son together named Obed who is the father of Jesse and 

Jesse is the father of David. 

 

This file can also be downloaded free from our church website at www.lifepointenaz.com/route66 
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