
 

 

 

 

2 Kings – Elisha, the successor of Elijah is introduced in this book. 2nd Kings is the continuing saga 

of the people of Israel breaking the agreement they had made between themselves and the Lord. 

We’ll find as we study this book that both the northern and southern kingdom lost their own 

political existence and their sense of being a nation because of God’s judgment. 

This book covers the period from about 850 to 587 BC (about 263 years) and exposes the 

persistent conditions of apostacy and political unrest in both kingdoms. Second Kings can be 

divided into two major areas with the 1st 17 chapters describing the ultimate destruction of Israel, 

the northern kingdom. The last part of the book in Chapters 18 through 25 similarly tells of the 

demolition of Judah, the Southern Kingdom. 

Chapters 1-12: Ahaziah succeeded King Ahab after his father, Ahab died in battle against Syria. 

He persisted in the ways of his father as he worshipped Baal instead of the Lord. We find in this 

section that Elisha became the new prophetic minister as Elijah was taken 

(alive!) to heaven by the Lord. Interestingly, as another example of God’s 

power, Elijah took Elisha on a walk by the Jordan River and Elijah parted the 

river with his mantle. Walking side by side Elijah vanished into the sky carried 

away by a fiery chariot. Elisha grabbed the mantle of his “prophetic father” and 

parted the Jordan River with the mantle. Elisha carried on the prophetic 

ministry of his predecessor Elijah. But unlike his predecessor, whose focus was 

on religious and political confrontations, Elijah was known for his various 

miracles. As examples, he provided food and water for those in need, healed the sick and even 

raised those who had passed away back to life. Elisha was a critical player in the ascent of Jehu 

as Israel’s next king. Jehu assassinated Ahab’s son to protect against any political coup. He also 

killed King Ahaziah and cast Jezebel out of an upper story window. His brutal actions included 

killing the 70 Sons of Ahab as well as anybody remotely connected to him. He destroyed any 

replicas of Baal and returned the land to appropriate worship of the Lord. 

The return to the appropriate worship of God in the northern kingdom 

was in tandem to a revived focus on the Lord in Judah. The queen 

mother of Judah’s King Ahaziah and daughter of Jezebel, Athaliah, 

attempted to take over the Davidic throne in Judah. However, the 

rightful heir, Jehoash, who was only a child at the time was protected 

and eventually installed as king. He led the nation through a righteous 

spiritual revival and continued removing anything pertaining to Baal 

and repaired the Temple in Jerusalem.  



We see the fall of the Northern Kingdom in Chapters 13 through 17. King Jehu, although he 

attempted to take a new path away from the sins of King Jeroboam, his predecessor, was in 

power for about four generations. There continued to be rivalries between the northern 

Southern Kingdom including some military invasion where the northern kingdom defeated Judah 

and overwhelmed the walls of Jerusalem, stole from the temple Treasury, and took hostages. 

Over the next 50 years the Northern Kingdom enjoyed great prosperity, especially under the 

leadership of King Jeroboam II. But this was also a period of moral corruption, sadly mirroring our 

world today with rampant poverty among the working class, and religious hypocrisy. God always 

has a plan to turn things around and he did so through a Judean Prophet, Amos, to proclaim 

righteousness and justice to the Northern Kingdom. The Prophet Hosea, spoke against Israel’s 

unfaithfulness to God. 

Although they had been somewhat overwhelmed by the Northern Kingdom, the Southern 

Kingdom of Judah also enjoyed prosperity during this. Particularly under the kingship of Uzziah. 

After the death of King Jeroboam II, from the Northern Kingdom, royal assassinations became 

commonplace once again. Although the Prophet Isaiah warned King Ahaz to not get involved, 

Judah joined Assyria and Israel in a war that ultimately led to becoming essentially a puppet state 

of Assyria and they were ultimately forced to engage in Assyrian style of worship focusing on 

false gods. The nation state of Israel (the Northern Kingdom,) came to an end in 721 BC as they 

were overwhelmed by the Assyrians. It is here that we learn about the Samaritans. As you will 

see more evidence in the New Testament, the Samaritans were a group of people who were 

heavily discriminated against. A new “race” was born because of many marriages between Israel 

and other ethnicities, creating a racially mixed population in the north and they became known 

as the Samaritans. 

The remaining chapters of this book from 18 through 25 are essentially about the 

closing era of Jerusalem. King Hezekiah was a righteous king. He destroyed altars 

of the false gods and pointed his people towards the Lord. Hezekiah struggled to 

free Judah from political bondage to Assyria. Under his leadership, a 1700-foot-

long tunnel was created, known as the Siloam tunnel (later called “Hezekiah’s 

Tunnel,”) to bring water into the city of Jerusalem.  

In the year 701 BC, Hezekiah joined forces with Babylon and Egypt against Assyria. The Prophet 

Isaiah had counseled Hezekiah to avoid getting involved just as he had done with Hezekiah’s 

father, Ahaz. Isaiah encouraged him to place his trust in God instead. The king of Assyria, 

Sennacherib, surrounded Jerusalem. However, God protected the city, and it was spared. 

Hezekiah’s son, Manasseh succeeded him to the throne. He enjoyed one of the longest reigns of 

either the north or South Kingdom serving as king for 45 years. 

Unfortunately, as opposed to his father, he turned to the evil side 

practicing sorcery, human sacrifice and other abominations to the Lord. 

Amon, Manasseh’s son, succeeded him as King of Judah and perpetuated 

Assyrian strategies. Two years later, Amon was murdered and his son Josiah, 



who was only eight years old became King. Josiah redirected the faith of the people and began 

to refurbish the temple leading his kingdom to a more God centered life. Theologians consider 

Josiah to be a very righteous king. Nearing the end of the 7th century BC, the Medes attacked 

Syria along with the Babylonians. Together they brought down the Assyrian Empire including the 

destruction of Nineveh in 612 BC. 

In 6:05 BC the Babylonian Empire defeated the Egyptians. Nebuchadnezzar sent his army to 

complete the conquest of Judah. The Babylonians took their current king, Jehoiachin, and many 

others into captivity and relocated them to Babylon. Zedekiah installed as king over Judah by the 

Babylonians as essentially a puppet state of Babylon. Many of the people of Judah were carried 

into exile and the Babylonians set fire to the temple in Jerusalem. 

Sadly, the story we read in both books of Kings is really a narration a failed leadership. 
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