
 

 

 

 

 

2 Samuel – This narration begins with David starting the consolidation of his leadership over Israel yet 

demonstrating compassion as he mourns the death of his enemy Saul and his good friend Jonathan, Saul’s 

son. This book is a clear example of God’s commitment to His people as well as his judgment on our sins. 

This book is named after Samuel, but he had already passed away and the story is really about David and 

his kingship over the Jews. It does reflect the prophetic ministry of Samuel however which continues to 

be impactful to Israel during the leadership of David. 

Here we find a change in the focus from Saul and the tribe of Benjamin to David and his tribe of Judah, as 

well as the whole nation of Israel. During David’s kingship Israel became a kingdom building nation 

annexing nearby countries and other lands. 

2 Samuel can be broken down into four different sections: 

• Chapters 1-8 reveals the building of David’s establishment.  

• Chapters 9-12 are about the faithfulness of God and his promises as well as the broken promises 

from the people of God. 

• Chapters 13-18 tells us of conflict and competition within David’s own family. 

• Chapters 19-24 is all about the restoration of David’s kingship and his family lineage. 

In Chapters 1-8, David showed respect for Saul and his family but also demonstrated great political savvy. 

He began by leading his own tribe of Judah (southern Kingdom) and during about the same period Saul’s 

son, Ishbosheth, was anointed as king over the remaining 11 tribes (northern Kingdom.) Ultimately, as 

conflict and struggle for power began to develop a civil war broke out which included the death of 

Ishbosheth paving the way for David to unite Israel and be king of the entire nation. It was then that he 

created a neutral city between the tribes of Judah and created the capital of his kingdom. This was known 

as the City of David, but later was named Jerusalem, which means “foundation of peace.” David’s next 

move to create a new more unified people was to bring the ark of the covenant from Kiriath-jearim, to 

Jerusalem. David made plans to build a temple which would house the ark and become a “virtual house” 

for God. The Prophet Nathan let David know that his descendants would create a permanent dynasty or 

royal house which became known as the Davidic covenant. During his reign as the second king of Israel 

we find his successful conquest of the Philistines, the Moabites, the Syrians and the Edomites. 

The next section in Chapters 9 through 12 we once again see the faithfulness of God and the failures of 

the Jews through sin. Chapter 11 has the famous story of David’s sin with Uriah’s wife, Bathsheba. David 

developed a lust for Bathsheba and sent Uriah into the front of the battle promising certain death so that 

he could marry Bathsheba. After the death of Uriah and the subsequent marriage to Bathsheba the 

Prophet Nathan confronted David and revealed to him that God would judge him because of this sin. 

Despite God’s forgiveness, David was punished with the death of Bathsheba’s child. Later she conceived 



once again and gave birth to Jedediah who later became known as Solomon. As we will study when we 

get into the book of Psalms, David was a prolific writer often reflecting his views that are found in the 

Bible. Psalm 51 seems to be David’s prayer seeking God’s forgiveness when Nathan confronted him. 

Chapters 13-18: Troubles, confrontation, jealousy, and conflict are inevitable in any family group and 

certainly David’s lineage was no exception to that. It is sad to see but is reflective of human history that 

the first two acts of evil that took place in David’s family were sexual misconduct. Amnon, David’s oldest 

son sought affection of his half-sister Tamar. He raped her and her full brother Absalom killed Amnon in 

retaliation. At a later point Absalom, although the son of David became David’s biggest competition for 

the throne. Much to the lament of David, Absalom was eventually killed and the threat to David’s throne 

came to a close. 

This book closes in the final chapters of 19 through 24 with the restoration of 

David’s throne and lineage. David conducted a census which displeased God, as the 

Lord had not directed him to do this. The Prophet Gad gave a message to David 

from the Lord that he could choose one of three penalties as judgment for this 

transgression. David could choose either three years of famine, three months of 

enemy assaults, or three days of pestilence. David, in a rather selfish move asked 

the Lord to protect him from his enemies and he chose a pestilence which resulted 

in the death of 70,000 people. David repented and prayed with the Lord that the 

punishment should be against him alone. 

 

 

 

 

This file can also be downloaded free from our church website at www.lifepointenaz.com/route66 
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